Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), also known as smilax, is an environmental weed most common in northern regions of New Zealand. As an initial step in a biocontrol programme, a survey of the plant in New Zealand has been carried out to determine if damaging pathogens and invertebrates are present. Bridal creeper rust, Puccinia myrsiphylli, a host specific leaf pathogen of bridal creeper native to South Africa, was discovered at the outset of the survey in 2005. The rust, which causes premature defoliation and summer die-back, was released as a biocontrol agent for bridal creeper in Australia in 200 after searches and testing for effective and host-specific agents in South Africa. Data are presented from surveys over two growing seasons to monitor the distribution, spread and impact of the rust on its host plant in New Zealand. The rust is present in Northland, Auckland, Bay of Plenty and Wairarapa, and its infection was observed to cause significant damage to the weed at many of these sites.
